
1086 T H E  J O U R N A L  OF I N D U S T R I A L  A N D  E N G I N E E R I N G  C H E M I S T R Y  Vol. 9 ,  No. 12 

The request may seem trivial but there is a deeper 
significance than appear. on the surface, and the 
request carries with it no suggestion of the relative 
values of the two classes of men. It is made simply for 
the sake of clarity of thought by the public a t  large of 
what the functions of the chemist really are in our 
national existence. 

During the past two years much sincere effort has 
been made to  acquaint the nation with the work of its 
chemists, and to  bring about a more cordial and sym- 
pathetic relationship between chemists as a class and 
our American people. The lack of an adequate under- 
standing of the work of the chemist was partly respon- 
sible for some of the shortages the country suffered 
from a t  the outbreak of the war. Much progress has 
been made in this campaign of understanding. I t  
should be complete through all classes of our citizens. 

The sign “Chemist” above a drug store, however, 
still leads to confusion or misunderstanding. Many 
in all walks of life still think of the druggist whenever 
the chemist is mentioned. An artist recently called in to 
design, for a Liberty Loan Bond parade, a float 
illustrative of the contribution of chemists to  the win- 
ning of the war, a t  once began the delineation of a mortar 
and pestle as the central theme. 

True i t  is that  in the iatro period chemistry had 
chiefly to  do with drugs and equally true it is difficult, 
even to-day, if contentiously inclined, to define precisely 
the term chemist; nevertheless the work of the chemist 
and tha t  of the retail druggist are now so clearly dif- 
ferentiated that  there can be no real justification for 
the  retention by our modern druggists of the term 
chemist, a heritage of English practice. 

Moreover, the druggists have such an abundance of 
choice in the terms druggist, apothecary and pharma- 
cist that  they can well afford to dispense with any 
further designations. May we not hope, therefore, 
that  this appeal may meet with a sympathetic response 
on the part of the members of the National Association 
of Retail Druggists? 

WONDERS WILL NEVER CEASE 

The spirit of the times is not conducive to frivolous 
thoughts, yet from the quarter least expected, the Con- 
gress of the United States, frivolity is thrust upon us. 
Doubtless it was unwittingly the rebound from intense 
war debate and prolonged consideration of appropria- 
tion bills mounting into the billions which led both 
Senate and House to pass with all due dignity the joint 
resolution of acceptance for test of the proposed gift 
to the United States on the part of citizen Garabed T. 
K. Giragossian of Boston, Mass., of the “Garabed,” 
an appliance which, in the printed words of House 
Joint Resolution IOI of the 65th Congress, 1st Session, 
embodies a principle through which or by means of 
which (we don’t know which which), “unlimited energy 
can be generated without expense”-all of this in ex- 
change for the slight courtesy of the “Government 
protecting the said discoverer, his heirs and assigns, 

in the use and disposition of the said discovery or in- 
vention.” 

To administer this remarkable transaction the Secre- 
tary of the Interior was specifically designated as the 
trusted agent of the Government. If this was an 
attempted joke upon the proverbially genial Secretary 
of the Interior, it was shameful. Mr. Lane has always 
proved himself ready, willing and abundantly able to 
throw himself into any old breach for the public 
good, but this is carrying matters too far, especially 
as Section z is to the effect that  Mr. Lane is not to begin 
the job until he shall have approved “a commission 
of five eminent scientists to  be appointed by the said 
Garabed T. K. Giragossian” which high commission 
should certify to “the entire practicability of his 
(Garabed T. K. Giragossian’s) discovery,” pursuant 
to  a demonstration. 

We remember the interesting remarks by Dr. A. D. 
Little a t  the smoker during the recent Boston Meeting 
of the American Chemical Society in which he assembled 
in brief narrative some of the more striking scientific 
fakes for which Boston inventors had readily fallen: 
the extraction of gold from sea water, the manufacture 
of artificial rubber by a real new process, etc., etc. 
Perhaps the Bostonians have a t  length gotten wise 
and in a spirit of revenge decided to  pass the buck to 
Congress. At any rate President Wilson saved the  
day by declining to  sign the bill. 

We realize fully the dangers run by scoffing a t  any- 
thing new-and yet there is a difference, which leads 
us unhesitatingly to  congratulate the President for 
saving the dignity of the nation and allowing the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to  go on about his regular business. 

AN A. C. S. PIN FOR EVERY MEMBER 
It was a happy thought tha t  led to  the adoption of 

an official emblem for the American Chemical Society. 
As a decorative feature of programs, stationery, dinner 
menus and for official decoration in general, this now 
well-known emblem has contributed largely to  that 
increased esprit de corps which characterizes the 
present organization. 

Particularly noticeable is the steadily increasing 
number of members of the Society who constantly 
wear the official pin, generally on the lapel of the coat. 
Thus worn it serves as,an introduction and produces 
a t  once a feeling of community of effort and ideals. 

The pins at  present available, however, are expensive 
-needlessly so for these days of necessary economy 
of personal expenditures. Correspondence has been 
shown us iecently which assures the ability to  produce, 
a t  a cost of one dollar each, rolled-gold pins conforming 
fully t o  the design and beauty of the official pin. We 
hope the Directors at  their December meeting will 
authorize the manufacture and sale of such inexpensive 
pins, under order of course from the Secretary, as is now 
required. Their availability would undoubtedly result 
in a largely increased use of the emblem by the mem- 
bers of the Society. 


